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RECOMMENDED that: 
 
A The Licensing Committee note the Council’s arrangements for 

implementation of Public Space Protection Orders. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
1.  Section 13 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 and Section 26 of the 

Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 provided the Council with power to make, 
in accordance with proper procedure, Designated Public Places Orders 
[DPPOs] in areas that had experienced alcohol-related disorder or nuisance. 
DPPOs placed restrictions on public drinking. 
  

2.  Decisions on making DPPOs had been made through the Licensing 
Committee in accord with the Council’s Constitution reflecting the 
Committee’s role with regard to regulation of alcohol supply under the 
Licensing Act 2003 and the focus of DPPOs on consumption of alcohol. 
 

3.  The Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 provided for a 
number of changes commenced over time intended to streamline and 
rationalise the powers available to the Council, Police and partners dealing 
with anti-social behaviour.  One of these changes was the introduction of 
Public Space Protection Orders [PSPOs], which in effect subsumed the role 
of DPPOs and broadened their application to a much wider range of 
triggering circumstances and control measures.  PSPOs are not specifically 
focussed on alcohol consumption and are most closely aligned with anti-
social behaviour.  
 

4.  The Council considered the range of changes made by the Anti-social 
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 that affected its functions and 
adopted revised corporate Anti-social Behaviour Policy at Full Council on  
22 October 2015.  This report advises the Licensing Committee of the effect 
of that Policy with regard to transition from use of DPPOs to PSPOs.  

 

 



 
ISSUES/PROPOSALS 

5.  Formal declaration of PSPOs lies within the remit of the Councils Community 
Safety Team, reflecting their role in leading on community safety matters in 
liaison with Essex Police and other partners.  Where there are circumstances 
that appear to demand a PSPO, relevant services and partners will liaise with 
the Community SafetyTeam in the context of the Safer Harlow Partnership.  
 

6.  This will ensure that a balanced approach is maintained and the opportunity is 
not lost to introduce a range of controls that appear appropriate. 
 

7.  Existing DPPOs remain in force for a “sunset” period and will then lapse.  The 
Safer Harlow Partnership will consider whether the controls they provide 
remain necessary; whether the controls in relation to alcohol consumption 
remain appropriate; and whether measures to deal with other matters are 
required; in determining whether to replace them with PSPOs.  
 

8.  The Licensing Team have historically maintained close liaison with the 
Council’s Community Safety Team and will continue to do so in relation to 
PSPOs, particularly where a specific issue that relates to premises licensed 
by the Council arises.  
 

9.  Where an issue arises in relation to PSPOs that requires a decision on 
licensing policy matters, the Licensing Team will report to the Licensing 
Committee.  
 

10.  Should any concerns arising in connection with the Licensing Committee 
functions in relation to PSPOs, the Licensing team will liaise with the 
Council’s Community Safety Team and advise the Committee as appropriate. 

 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
Place (includes Sustainability) 
Contained within the report. 
Author: Graeme Bloomer, Head of Place 
 
Finance (Includes ICT) 
None specific. 
Author: John Dyson Principal Finance Manager for Simon Freeman, Head of 
Finance 
 
Housing 
None specific. 
Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing 



 
 
Community Wellbeing (includes Equalities and Social Inclusion) 
Contained within the report. 
Author: Jane Greer, Head of Community Wellbeing 
 
Governance (includes HR) 
None specific – no potential issues arising from the procedures which have been 
put in place are foreseen. Appropriate legal advice will be given on any specific 
issues as required. 
Author: Dimple Roopchand, Assistant Solicitor on behalf of Brian Keane, 
Head of Governance 
 
 
Background Papers 
[These are papers referred to in the preparation of the report that are not 
attached as appendices but that are available for public or Councillor study.] 
 
Harlow Council Anti-social Behaviour Policy 
http://www.harlow.gov.uk/sites/harlow/files/documents/files/Anti-
social%20Behaviour%20Policy.pdf   
 
 
Glossary of terms/abbreviations used 
 
DPPOs        Designated Public Places Orders  
 
PSPOs        Public Space Protection Orders 
 

http://www.harlow.gov.uk/sites/harlow/files/documents/files/Anti-social%20Behaviour%20Policy.pdf
http://www.harlow.gov.uk/sites/harlow/files/documents/files/Anti-social%20Behaviour%20Policy.pdf

